
 

 

 

Welcome 

 

Hello Peeps and welcome to the April edition 

of the newsletter - yes, it really IS April!  That's 

us officially into summertime now, although an 

old-time saying might be a good one to pay 

heed to at the moment.  I always remember 

my grandmother saying 'You should ne'er shed 

a cloot till May is oot'.  Wise words? 

 

Elphinstone Community Association business 

The ECA held its Annual General Meeting last 

month and the 2018/2019 committee stood 

down as required.    

We are pleased to inform you that our newly 

elected committee for 2019/2020 are as 

follows: 

Stuart Mackenzie (Chair), Megan Houchin, 

Isabel Berry, Moira Taylor, Natasha Murphy, 

Ashley MacPherson, Brandon Jardine,  Leni 

Fleming, Amanda Clelland and Margo 

Macdonald. 

Brandon was our youngest member by far 

when he joined us last year, but we now have 

the pleasure of introducing you to our newest 

and youngest member of the group.   

The lovely Daisy Houchin will be on board to 

keep us right with any issues pertaining to the 

younger residents of the village.  Daisy is 

fifteen and recently took part in a march in 

London at the 'Put It To The People March' 

event last month.  She is clearly a young 

woman of passion and will get behind any 

cause with conviction!   

Daisy will introduce herself properly in the next 

newsletter. 

 

 

 

The subject of speeding 

arose again and results of 

the two speed surveys 

carried out were 

compared.  The first survey 

was done in 2015 and the volume of speeding 

has increased since then. 

Councillor Colin McGinn, who is a great ally to 

the village in many things, voiced concern 

and pledged again to do whatever he could, 

along with Councillor Fiona Dugdale,  to slow 

things down and make Elphinstone a safer 

place.   

East Lothian Council are sometimes known for 

their inability to move quickly on things we feel 

are urgently needed for the village.  However, 

we have to acknowledge that we're not the 

only village in the county shouting for things to 

be done so patience has to be practised. 

The day after the AGM meeting, Councillor 

McGinn, alongside Police Scotland and the 

Council's Marshall Greenshields, were present 

outside the school to see for themselves how 

vehicles moved through that part of the 

village.  

Many vehicles were witnessed 

ignoring the temporary 20mph 

limits set up at the school 

around the usual drop off 

times. 

From the school, they then went to the Tranent 

Road/Duries Park junction to monitor speed 

levels there.  Unfortunately, it was more of the 

same with vehicles travelling faster than they 

should have been. 
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The police representative voiced concern and 

said that the road through the village 

definitely needs an engineered solution to 

tackle the speeding issue. 

So, Peeps, watch this space and, as mindful 

residents of the village, be aware of what 

speeds you are doing yourselves whilst out 

and about in your car.  Keep everyone safe. 

 

This time last year, the 

newsletter highlighted 

the plight of the tatty 

old play park we had 

in Buxley Road.  Just a 

year on and we're 

only days away from having a brand, 

spanking new state-of-the-art park for the 

kiddliwinks of the village - result !!! 

The project has gone 

very well and work 

didn't appear to be 

hampered in any 

great way due to bad 

weather.  In fact, 

Tommo and Colin 

were saying that on the days when the 

weather wasn't suitable for them to work 

outside, they took kit into their shed and built 

up some of the equipment in readiness for 

when the better weather appeared again.  

Who'd have thought it - Council workers that 

actually think on the job - well done to our 

makers of dreams.  What a team! 

There are only a couple of things to be done 

now for the park project to be complete and 

they are the erection of the outer fencing,  the 

putting up of the swings and the signing off 

from the designer and overseer, Dougie Fox. 

Happy days are here again!  

Peeptoon resident Graham Bell came along 

to the meeting and brought up a subject I 

can't believe hasn't arisen before.   

Graham pointed out that the village now has 

a lot of elderly residents and wondered why 

we don't have a defibrillator as he'd noticed       

 

many other places do.  We couldn't give a 

reply but Councillor Colin McGinn came to 

the rescue and said he'd be able to do some 

digging as to how we could best go about 

getting one into the village, where it could be 

situated, pricing and so on.  So watch this 

space.  Thank you Graham for bringing this to 

our attention! 

Shopping in Peeptoon 

The village shop continues to 

be busy, which is great news 

and Pamela has been busy 

trying to do a makeover in 

between customers and 

taking advantage of any 

quiet moment that comes along. 

Painting and decorating skills have been 

tested and they shop awaits the arrival of new 

glass-fronted fridges which have very kindly 

been donated by Walk with Scott, on behalf 

of the Wednesday walking group, and from 

the Ormiston-based charity 'A Gift from 

Kieran'. 

 

The walking group continues to flourish with a 

regular group of people taking to the 

highways and byways.  I have seen them out 

and about but, I must admit, it's usually in the 

shop where they appear to be at their 

happiest.  And who wouldn't be after being 

out in all weathers coming back to the 



warmest of welcomes from shop staff with a 

hot cuppa with biscuits at the ready?! 

This is Robyn feeding some well-mannered 

dogs who just WON'T pass the shop before 

getting their treat of some biscuits - spoiled or 

what? 

There will be a range 

of Easter arts and 

crafts for the children 

on Monday15th and 

Tuesday 16th April 

between 11.30 and 

12.30 on both days.  Please come along and 

have some fun - all are welcome!           

 

Our wee shop is now 

part of the Red Box 

Project.  This is a scheme 

which quietly ensures 
that no young person 

misses school because 

they have their period. 

Working as a nationwide community, The Red 

Box Project seeks to provide free menstrual 

products for the young people in our local 

schools and outlets.  Therefore, sanitary 

products are available in the shop, for those in 

need, free of charge.  This is a very worthwhile 

cause and donations would be welcomed. 

Community Larder 

 

The larder has already proved its worth as it 

has been used a few times.  I think this is an 

amazing idea and our wee shop has made it 

so easy for us to access and use without the 

usual system of referral.  

  

Say, for example, I sent my 83 year old mother 

down to Tranent to get her pension and get in 

the week's shopping as our cupboards were 

bare, while I watched Jeremy Kyle on telly.   

 

Say, for example, she got blethering to 

someone on the street and was enjoying a bit 

of a gossip and she forgot all about the 

hungry daughter at home waiting for lunch to 

be served. 

 

Say, for example, my 83 year old mother 

missed the bus back home and had to wait 

an absolute age for the next one to come, 

due to the village's terrible service, and was 

getting anxious about hungry daughter.   

Well ...... my 83 year old mother could then 

phone one of my amazing neighbours and tell 

them to go to the community larder to get me 

(the hungry daughter) something for her 

lunch.  Hungry daughter is in need of 

providence from a larder or fridge and the 

community larder can provide - simple! 

For others, it will be more than just that one 

meal but the service is there to be used.  

Although no referral is required, Pamela will 

need to have minimal information for future 

evaluation purposes, but nothing more.  This is 

an invaluable service so please put it to good 

use - it's not there just to look good!!  

Donations to the  larder will always be 

welcome. 



Remember, the shop's wee 

library service too.  If you've 

just read a book you 

enjoyed, take it to the shop 

so others can have the 

chance to read it too.  You 

can then browse through 

the collection to see if 

there's anything there that 

you fancy taking away with you in its place.   

Isn't our wee shop amazing?! 

Please note that your village shop will be 

closed for business on Easter Monday, 22nd 

April and on May Day, Monday 6th May !!! 

The Garage 

Ian and Kevin are busy, busy, 

busy and Nicholas states that 

all is well.  Nothing new to 

report at the time of writing 

so, as you were lads, and 

don't be overdoing things - everything in 

moderation and make sure you plan enough 

tea breaks into your working day! 

Elphinstone Miners' Welfare & Social Club 

 

The events that were run in March were a 

great success.  Absolutely everyone enjoyed 

the Take That tribute act and the dance floor 

bounced away for most of the night with 

people showing off their dance moves. 

The other event was a psychic night.  These 

scary things are always popular and an 

amazing £850 was raised to give to helping 

the work of Macmillan nurses - a worthy cause 

indeed.  Well done, Adele, who ran the event. 

Events for this month are family based and 

are: 

19.04 Easter Movie Night from 6 - 7.30pm 

21.04 Easter Egg Hunt from 12 - 2pm 

 

Check out the Miners' Club's Facebook page 

for details on these and other upcoming 

events that might just take your fancy. 

 

Sport in Peeptoon - Pool 

Well, the boys did good!  

They are guaranteed to 

walk away with third 

place but can't go any 

higher.   After last 

month's results the guys lost an away game to 

Cockenzie B team by 7-5.  They beat Anchor B 

at home 11-1.  They have Longniddry to play 

at an away game and Macmerry at home 

before the semi-finals of the league cup, also 

against Macmerry. 

Good work team.  You know now what you're 

up against for the next competition and can 

work towards bringing the league cup home 

to Peeptoon!  Thanks to Rhys and Declan 

French for keeping us up to date with scores 

and progress throughout the competition. 

 

Sport in Peeptoon - Bowls 

 

Well, it's that time of year again and the 

bowling season will soon be upon us.  The 

green will be opening on Saturday, 13th April.  

The season will start with their Annual General 

Meeting at 12 noon and the bowlers will play 

for a couple of hours thereafter. 

 

There is no youth team up and running yet but 

the bowlers are keen for the young ones to 

come in and take up the game.  I'm not sure if 

they will be doing the teaching that's been on 

offer the past couple of years, but they'll let us 

know in due course, I'm sure. 

 

The bowlers are hosting a Race Night in 

Elphinstone Miners' Club on Saturday, 4th May, 

starting at 7 pm.  Some of the funds raised 

from this will help to buy more equipment for 

the youth section.  Hopefully, Peeps will use 

this as an incentive to support the night as well 

as having a great time socialising with friends. 



Youth Club 

 

Youth Club is open to 

all children from 

Primary 4-7, during 

term time, and costs £1 

per session.  It is held in 

the Community Centre 

between     6 and 7.30pm every Thursday 

during school term times. 

If you have any queries, or would like to offer 

your skills, talents or time, please get in touch 

with Megan or Amanda whose contact 

details are on the back page of the 

newsletter. 

 

For the last session of the term, the children 

thoroughly enjoyed an Easter egg hunt.  This 

took them to various sites around the village 

and prizes were given out so, fair to say, there 

were a lot of happy children around. 

The wee ones also enjoyed making wraps for 

snacks at a previous session and making 

catapults out of lollipop sticks - that's different! 

Youth Club is enjoying a mid-term break and 

there is no date, as yet, for their next session.  

We will keep you informed through the 

Elphinstone Community Association and 

Peeptoon Past and Present Facebook pages, 

so watch out for that.  

Messy Church 

There will be no Messy 

Church this month due to 

schools being on their 

break.  See you there  

next time though! 

Community at Work 

You might remember I boasted a wee bit last 

time about the amazing neighbours I have?!  

Well, after delivering the last of the newsletters 

to North Elphinstone Farm, settling down to a 

well-deserved cuppa and reading the paper, 

my computer pinged with a message from a 

guy called Daniel Hawkes from North 

Elphinstone Steading. 

Daniel wanted to nominate his neighbours as  

best neighbours.   We arranged to meet up 

and what a wonderful afternoon I had with 

the people from the farm! 

 

Dan, Papa Pete, Collette, Jack and Jemma 

Dan and his lovely wife, Jemma, met me at 

their door with young son, Jack, and wee dog, 

Sparky,  before taking us all a few steps 

directly opposite to be greeted by Pete and 

Colette Mayo.   

 

Pete and Colette squirmed a bit as Dan and 

Jemma recalled how welcome they were 

made to feel when they went to view the 

steading.  Even before they moved in they 

were getting hugs galore from Colette!  

 

Pete and Colette are naturally warm and 

caring people and are always on hand if the 

Hawkes, or any other family at the steading,  

need anything.  Dan and Jemma say that it's 

not unusual for the door bell to ring with 

Colette offering a freshly baked cake or some 

dinner she's made too much of. 

 



Young Jack is also very much at home with 

the Mayo family, making the place his own 

while we are there. 'Papa Pete' though is 

definitely the favoured one in the house, 

although big dog Otto comes a close second. 

 

I must say I came away feeling very envious of 

this wee steading community.  Dan and 

Jemma had lots of stories to tell about the 

Mayos, which were great, but it was the total 

community thing that really struck a chord.  It 

took me back to my younger days of 

Peeptoon's community when everyone in the 

village was a friend and a neighbour. 

 

The steading community have their own 

community email address and use this for 

communications good, bad or indifferent.  

Everyone has the same information as 

everybody else and gives opinions and 

thoughts on any issues that arise. 

They also have regular get-togethers like 

barbeques, cocktail evenings and poker 

nights.  Easter and Halloween activities for the 

wee ones are all put together for great family 

and community time. 

Colette has medical background experience 

and is frequently called upon for minor 

ailments, reassurance and advice. The Mayo's 

next door neighbour is a vet and that 

knowledge, too, is widely drawn upon for the 

same reasons. 

There are now five children over at the 

steading and the families hope to integrate 

more into the wider Peeptoon community in 

the future as the wee ones begin their journeys 

into  school life and all that brings with it. 

In closing, Dan and Jemma just want to tell 

the world (and us) that Pete and Colette are 

much loved and appreciated and they are 

very grateful to be able to count them as 

good friends as well as neighbours. 

Community at Work Again 

I was out in the garden pretending to be 

working when I noticed constant action and 

movement going on over at Harry Marshall's 

place.  Being an interested community 

member, I went over to see what was 

happening. 

There was Harry singing the praises of his two 

neighbours for helping him put down a load of 

gravel in his driveway.  Harry, of course, 

wanted to do it himself but didn't feel well 

enough and wasn't able.  So, step in father 

and son duo from R27 Services to help out and 

that was it - done and dusted.  No fuss, no 

drama, just great community spirit and being 

a good neighbour.  Well done, guys!  And in 

case you're wondering, they didn't want to be 

named.  As I said, no fuss. 

Special Shout Out 

 

Belated birthday wishes go to Rhys French 

Rabekah Fleming and George Steele.  Hope a 

lovely day was had by all and we wish you the 

very best for the year ahead. 

Special 80th Birthday wishes go to Isabel Berry 

who celebrated on the day that Brexit should 

have happened.  We hope your birthday was 

filled with family, friends, magical moments, 

wonderful memories and laughter.  We know 

you were going away and hope that your chill 

out time was special. 

This birthday wish is an advance notice and it 

is for Hamish McNeill of Durie's Park.  Now, I'm 

not going to tell you exactly when in April.  

There could be someone out there who would 

just love to give Hamish the customary 

birthday bumps.  However, he is getting on a 

wee bit now and these would need to be 

delivered in instalments to save injury to his 

older bones.  Hamish, we hope that you too 

will enjoy a lovely time with friends and family 

on your special day when it comes.  



Extra Special Shout Out 

Warmest 

congratulations go 

to Sean Mackie 

who earned his first 

cap for playing in 

the Scotland 

Under 21s team 

against Sweden.  

Well done, Sean - 

the sky's the limit for you and Peeptoon is 

behind you all the way! 

Kids Korner 

 

 

Q. What did the big flower say to the small 

 flower? 

A. What's up Bud! 

 

Q. What did the spider do on the 

 computer?  

A. Made a website! 

 

Events You Might Be Interested In 

Elphinstone Community Association (ECA) is 

hosting a meeting on Monday, 22nd April, 7  

pm in the Community Centre.  All are 

welcome.    

Tranent and Elphinstone Community Council 

(TECC) is hosting a meeting on Tuesday, 16th  

April, at 7pm in Tranent Day Care Centre at 

Sanderson's Wynd.  All welcome. 

 

Community and Police Partnership (CAPP) is 

hosting a meeting on Tuesday, 9th April, at 

5.30pm in Sanderson's Wynd Primary School.  

All welcome. 

 

Monthly Muse 

Do more things that make you forget to check 

your phone! 

 

If you'd like to give someone a mention of any 

kind, give us a call or send an email.  Contact 

information is at the back of the newsletter.  

We would love to hear from you - it's good to 

share! 

Contact numbers 

Amanda Clelland  01875 610579 

Megan Houchin  07971 912886 

Stuart Mackenzie  07745 310705 

Margo Macdonald  01875 612914 

elphinstonecommunity@outlook.com 

 

Thank you for reading this  

edition of the Peeptoon Post

 

 

 

 

 

 


