
 

 

 

Welcome 

 

Hello Peeps!  Welcome to the May edition of 

the village newsletter and all that the new 

month will bring. 

Elphinstone Community Association Business 

There's nothing new to 

report about the speed 

reducing measures that 

the village would like to 

see being put in place, 

I'm afraid.  This could be a 

long haul for the powers that be to decide 

what would be best suited to Peeptoon 

before talks take place and decisions are 

made.  In the meantime, we can all do our bit 

by being aware of our own speeds whilst 

driving through the village and keeping 

people safe. 

I was really hoping to 

be able to tell you 

that our brand, 

spanking new 

playpark was finally 

open for all the kids to 

enjoy.  That is not the 

case.  The only thing that needs to be done, 

though, is the perimeter fencing and, 

apparently, there were errors in measurements 

taken which left the fencing short.  The ECA 

has been assured that the opening day is now 

imminent and we will keep you all informed - 

eyes and ears open at the ready!!! 

Shopping in Peeptoon 

 

 

No news or update on the 

defibrillator for the village 

but early days yet.  

Hopefully, we will have 

something more concrete 

to report in the next newsletter.  Do you have 

any views on this?  Please get in touch and let 

us know whether you think it is a good idea 

and where would be a suitable place to store 

it.  Numbers on the back page as usual. 

Shopping in Peeptoon 

The shop has been busy 

with various things 

going on over last 

month.   

Exciting news for the 

crew up there is that 

the new glass fronted 

fridge has arrived.  We'll 

get to see it in print in the next newsletter but 

you can just as easily go up to the shop and 

have a look for yourself. 

Easter arts and crafts sessions were put into 

place for the wee ones on their Easter break 

from school and a great time was had by all. 
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Tesco Musselburgh supplied all the materials 

for the session as well as chocolate  eggs for 

all the customers.  Most generous, I must say - 

a big thank you to Tesco! 

More village 

kindness was 

shown to 

Malcolm and 

Ben when 

shoppers gave 

them gifts of 

cards, money 

and eggs as an 

Easter treat.  A 

big 'Thank You' to all who made the lads feel 

much appreciated and loved. 

 

 

The community larder continues to be well 

used, which is great.  Remember that 

donations to this cause are always welcome.  

Ask the staff what is most needed if you are in 

a position to give but aren't sure what to put 

in.  They will always keep you right. 

The Red Box is proving to 

be a slow starter but it is 

there and available to 

anyone who needs the 

products.  Again, this is an 

essential service to ensure 

that girls have the sanitary 

items they need during their period to keep 

them in school, maintain their dignity and fight 

the growing scourge of period poverty.  

Again, donations to this service would be 

warmly accepted. 

The walking group appears 

to be well established now 

and I must say they are a 

happy bunch of people.  

Maybe that's because I 

usually meet them at the 

end of their walk, sitting 

round a table in the shop putting the world to 

rights with a cuppa and a biscuit!  However, if 

you would like to join them, they meet on 

Wednesdays at 10 o'clock.  The routes are 

varied and not at all strenuous (unless you 

want to bomb along at your own break-neck 

speed) but will do you the world of good. 

The shop's 

Charity Corner 

got a boost last 

month when 

Nettie Young 

handed in some 

blankets she 

had made.  Her 

crochet needle 

had been going 

ten to the dozen as she lovingly created 

fifteen blankets to hand into 

the shop.  Twelve of them 

spent no time at all in the shop 

as they were handed out to 

people who were able to put 

them to very good use in their 

homes.  Thank you Nettie! 

I spent a wee bit of time with Nettie in her 

home recently and she assured me she was 

doing fine for the moment.  Long may this 

good time last for you.  See you again soon! 

The Garage 

We have no news to 

report from Ian, Kevin and 

Nicholas over at the 

garage.  It's all heads 

under bonnets by the 

looks of the multitudes of 

cars around the place just 

now.  Remember to take 'time out' for rest and 

relaxation guys. 



Elphinstone Miners' Welfare & Social Club 

 

To check out events for the club, please go to 

their Facebook page.  This is regularly 

updated with upcoming events you might be 

interested in so you can invite your pals along 

for a great night. 

An Easter egg hunt was arranged by club staff 

on Easter Sunday and this was very well 

attended.  There were plenty of Easter related 

games, activities and crafts and, of course, 

gazillions of chocolate eggs to be eaten. 

 

 

Events for May are as follows: 

 

The men of the village are being spoiled with 

a night hosted just for them with a  Billy 

Connolly tribute act and other entertainment 

in abundance for men's eyes only! 

Youth Club 

Youth club is back, 

and running a nine 

week term from 6 till 

7.30 on Thursdays in 

the Community 

Centre.  

Our first week back was spent planning 

activities for the coming weeks and we have 

had lots of great suggestions. We are hoping 

to get out to play hide and seek in the woods 

and to do some den building too. We have 

lots of games planned outdoors and some 

science experiments too including making 

rainbows. slime and blowing up some stuff!!  

 

Suggestions for snack have been very unusual 

this term with requests for snails and bugs 

amongst other things so watch this space to 

see how we get on with that. 

 

At the end of term we plan to have a family 

day and invite all the P3s along so they can 

find out all about what to expect if they come 

along to youth club once they start in P4. 

 

Everyone from P4 - P7 is welcome and it would 

be great to see you.  For more information get 



in touch with Megan whose numbers are on 

the back page of the newsletter. 

 

Messy Church 

There will be a Messy 

Church service in the 

Community Centre on 

Wednesday, 15th May, 

between 6 and 7.30pm. 

This is a great time for family worship with 

crafts, Bible stories, songs and great things to 

eat and drink made up by members of 

Tranent Parish Church. 

Come along and try us out! 

 

Sport in Peeptoon - Bowling 

Well, that's the bowling 

season underway for this 

year and our team play 

their first home game this 

week.  We will, obviously, 

keep up with their progress and wish them all 

the best for a great season. 

The Bowling Club is hosting a Race Night on 

Saturday and this is to raise funds, some of 

which will be put towards buying equipment 

for the youth teams they are hoping to 

produce at some point.  Over the past couple 

of years there have been a couple of 

promising players so we can watch out for 

further updates on how they develop and 

progress. 

News on youth coaching will probably be 

available in the next newsletter so prepare 

your kids for that.  Why not take them along to 

see how playing bowls works and show them 

what a great sport it is to get into?!  As an 

adult, why not try your hand alongside the 

wee ones - you might surprise yourself and 

want to take it up as well. 

 

 

Christian Aid Week 

 

Christian Aid Week is the UK's longest running 

fundraiser week and collectors will be 

knocking on your doors to see if you would like 

to contribute to this amazing charity.  You can 

check out their website to see how your 

money would be put to use. Last year £8 

million was raised to help people more 

unfortunate than ourselves to have an 

improved life in some way or another. 

Your contribution doesn't have to be much.  

Check out your pockets for loose change and 

throw it into the tin when it comes to your door 

and feel good knowing you have made a 

difference!  

 



Peeptoon Birthdays 

Birthdays last 

month included  

a round one for 

Alex Podlinski 

who has now 

reached the 

ripe old age of 30 - hope your day was great! 

Other birthdays celebrated last month were 

Kiara Campbell, Kenny Macdonald, Stuart 

Main, William Dodds, Greta Clelland, Anne 

Henderson, Emily Weir, Craig Ross and Euan 

Burgess. 

Belated Happy Birthday wishes to you all and 

hope your special day was memorable for all 

the right reasons!  

Special Shout Out 

Whilst out and about doing deliveries last 

month I bumped into a few folk and got to 

hear about how they were getting on. 

Adam McGimpsey was busy 

cutting his hedge to precision 

- not a leaf was out of place.  

Adam was telling me he was 

doing fine physically but his 

heart was sore with missing his 

beloved late wife, June, who 

passed away about a year 

and a half ago.  After reliving some memories, 

Adam was so happy to tell me that when the 

great-grandchildren are going home after a 

visit, they always turn and say 'Cheerio' to 

June on a photograph that's on show.  Gone, 

but definitely not forgotten. 

Betty Blair, who you will 

remember as being a 

recurrent name in this 

section, was also doing 

physically fine.  However, 

she struggles with 

loneliness and would 

dearly love to have 

someone to talk to, 

especially at the weekends where the time 

drags particularly slowly for her.  When I was 

visiting her she had a visit from Billy Scott.  I've 

been in on another few occasions when Betty 

Libberton has called in.  Regular visits also 

come from Lynn Scott and Charlie Thomson.  

Betty appreciates everyone that comes to her 

door but knows too that weekends are the 

times when everyone does their own thing 

and she can appreciate that too. 

However, if you fancy going to keep Betty 

company for a wee while at some point in any 

given weekend, just go along or get in touch 

with us on one of the numbers on the back 

page and we can set you up with a meeting.  

I don't think Betty would mind me saying that 

she is a very good talker so you really just 

need to have your lugs at the ready when you 

visit! 

Frankie Lang stopped to chat to me and 

Adam and he told us that he was feeling fine.  

Most of you will know that he had a traumatic 

collapse at the bus stop a couple of months 

ago that resulted in a trip to the hospital.  

Frankie had an upcoming appointment for an 

x-ray so hopefully, the results will be 

favourable.  I'll need to come and get a 

photo for next time Frankie, so listen out for a 

knock at your door. 

Allan Mercer was also 

due to go for an x-ray to 

get his chest checked out 

after his recent hospital 

scare and diagnosed 

pneumonia.  Hopefully, 

too, your results will be 

good as we know 

pneumonia can do some 

damage to the lungs if it sees fit.  Will catch up 

for an update with you too. 

Isa Marshall was out and 

about, albeit with 

husband Harry in the car 

to make sure she was 

alright.  She was looking 

great and was pleased 

with treatment she was 

getting from hospital 

doctors after a recent assessment. 



North Elphinstone Steading 

Last month, we had the pleasure of meeting 

two families from North Elphinstone farm when 

Pete and Colette were nominated as greatest 

neighbours.  This month the community is 

letting us know about their Easter egg hunt.  

The day was fabulous weather wise and six 

children had an amazing time - there were no 

reports of fights or egg stealing anywhere. 

 

 

Neighbour, Jane, provided freshly baked 

Easter cupcakes and another neighbour, 

Nicola, invited everyone into her garden for 

refreshments after the hunt while the children 

continued doing what kids do best - running, 

jumping, skipping, rolling, shouting, enjoying. 

 

The residents of the Steading thoroughly 

enjoyed a catch up blether in the great 

outdoors after the long winter season.    

 

Kids Korner 

 

 

Q.   Why was Cinderella so bad at football? 

A.   She kept running away from the ball. 

 

Q.  Are any Halloween monsters good at          

sums? 

A.   No - unless you Count Dracula! 

 

 

 

 



Events You Might Be Interested In 

Elphinstone Community Association is hosting 

a meeting on Monday, 20th May, at 7pm in 

the Community Centre if you fancy coming 

along to give us some suggestions on what we 

could be dong for the village.  it would be 

great to see you. 

Tranent and Elphinstone Community Council 

is hosting a meeting on Tuesday, 21st May, in 

Elphinstone Primary School at 7pm.  Again, all 

are welcome. 

 

Introduction to ECA's youngest member 

My name is Daisy and I’m 

the newest member of the 

Elphinstone Community 

Association. I am fifteen 

years old and am about to 

sit my Nat 5 exams at Ross 

High School in Tranent.  

 

I’ve joined the ECA so that 

young people can have a say in what goes 

on in the village too. 

 

I have recently been involved in the school 

strike for climate change at the Scottish 

Parliament. I did this because I want the 

government to listen and act on climate 

change. I chose to take time out of school 

and make my voice heard because they 

aren’t listening to scientists and we all have to 

take a stand for change to happen.  

 

Locally, I also decided to do a litter pick with 

my friend Jess last week, working along the 

Elphinstone Road.  We decided to do this 

because it's not right to expect other people 

to do something we aren’t prepared to 

ourselves. We thought that if others see us 

making an effort maybe they would be 

inspired to help out too.  

 

I want to be a youth representative for the 

ECA to help make Elphinstone a nicer, cleaner  

place to live. 

 

If any of the younger generation have any 

questions or suggestions as to things we can 

do, get in touch on the email address below 

or on Megan's phone (she's my mum!).  I look 

forward to hearing from you. 

 

Obituaries 

 

 

This has to be the hardest notice the ECA has  

ever had to put into 

the newsletter and 

it is to send our 

condolences to the 

family of Rhys 

Campbell who 

tragically lost his life 

doing what he 

loved most - riding 

his motor bike. 

We simply cannot 

begin to imagine 

how your lives have 

been turned upside down from one moment 

to the next - losing a child is NOT the natural 

way of the world, is it? 

We send you all our sincere and heartfelt 

sympathy and hope that the love and support 

of those around you will provide peace and 

comfort for the hard and sad days ahead 

without Rhys. 

 

If you'd like to give someone a mention of any 

kind, give us a call or send an email.  Contact 

information is below.  We would love to hear 

from you - it's good to share! 

Contact numbers 

Amanda Clelland  01875 610579 

Megan Houchin  07971 912886 

Stuart Mackenzie  07745 310705 

Margo Macdonald  01875 612914 

elphinstonecommunity@outlook.com 

 


