
 

 

 

Welcome 

 

Hello Peeps!  That's us now into the last month 

of the year and what a year it has been!  

Cornona virus, of course, has been life-

changing for most of us.  As we now veer very 

quickly towards the end of 2020 and towards 

the fresh start of 2021, I think most of us will be 

able to draw on memories of things that have 

been very good in our wee community.   

 

Despite the awfulness of Covid-19, or maybe 

because of it, people of the village came 

together as never before to make sure others 

were looked after and cared for in so many 

different ways.  I am so thankful that I live in 

this village because of that. 

Remembrance Day 

 

As with everything else this year, 

Remembrance Sunday was different.  The 

ceremony went ahead but there was no 

'gathering' of people wanting to respect the 

fallen with other like-minded people. 

 

Lieutenant Liz Nicholl laid 

the first wreath on behalf 

of Her Majesty The 

Queen and a couple of 

others followed.  Check 

out the pictures on the 

last page.  Throughout 

the day more wreaths 

were laid by various councillors and 

organisations, as well as personal tributes. 

 

| 

 

 

Our new member Jo 

Barron and her  mother 

prepared a very simple 

but most effective wee 

backdrop to the 

memorial in the form of 

a blanket of poppies.  

The morning was wet 

and dreich and this 

blanket was most 

poignant and thought 

provoking in its simplicity. 

 

Jo and her family moved to the village from 

Ormiston and she and her mum did the same 

thing in Ormiston but on a much bigger scale.  

Jo thought it would be a good idea to bring to 

the village and the team just had to agree.   

 

So bigger and better for 

us next year but we 

need folk to knit or 

crochet the poppies.  

We thought that, if we 

put a pattern in the newsletter at the start of 

the year, we would have a fair amount of 

poppies to make bits and pieces for various 

points round the village to really make a 

statement. 

 

Needles at the ready and look out for the 

pattern in the next edition.  I've tried the 

knitted one and it is easy peasy - I can't 

crochet so can't comment on that one.  But 

anything is easy when you know how, right? 
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ECA Business 

ECA held their belated AGM via the digital 

platform, Zoom, and all went well.  The 

committee of 2019/2020 stood down and 

nominations were put forward for the election 

of members for the new year ahead. 

Committee members for 2020/2021 are as 

follows: 

Chair:   Stuart Mackenzie (Macfarlane Court) 

Vice Chair:   Margo Macdonald (Buxley Road) 

Treasurer:   Moira Taylor (Main Street) 

Fundraiser:   Megan Houchin (Castle Hill)  

 

Our committee support members are: 

 

Isabel Berry (Castle Hill) 

Amanda Clelland (Tranent) 

Brandon Jardine (Durie's Park) 

Daisy Houchin (Castle Hill) 

Lana Taylor (Tranent Road) 

Leni Fleming (Tranent) 

Natasha Murphy (Tranent Road) 

 

and brand new members: 

Jo Barron (Main Street) and 

Pamela McKinlay (Roots and Fruits) 

 

Welcome aboard ladies! 

 

Our Wee Shop 

 

Pamela reports that they are 

organising a raffle in the shop.  

All proceeds will be split 

equally between Roots and 

Fruits, Fa'side Community 

Kitchen, who provide the 

lunches in the village, and East Lothian Sunday 

Fresh Chicken Dinners.  That's a bit of a 

mouthful to say but they support the shop and 

the village in so many wonderful ways that we 

should be grateful for.   

 

A huge 'Thank You' to everyone who has 

donated in any way to the appeal and to 

those who have handed in raffle prizes, 

clothes, food etc etc - the list goes on and on 

and on.  The community spirit in the village is 

definitely one of a kind, with everyone helping 

out wherever they can. 

 

The shop will close on Tuesday, 22nd 

December and re-open on Wednesday, 6th 

January. 

 

It has been a tough year for everyone but 

Pamela says that the support and friendship in 

the village has been amazing and she cannot 

thank you all enough for helping her to help 

others. 

 

Free food has stopped for the moment but will 

recommence in January.  Pamela will keep 

you posted on specific dates. 

 

Roots and Fruits have started 

a new partnership with 

Edinburgh Cat and Dog 

Home.  They are very kindly 

going to provide the shop 

with animal food for those in 

need.  This will be on a strictly order and 

collect basis as the shop has no storage 

facilities.  Make sure you pop in to see Pamela 

and her crew if this is something you would be 

interested in. 

 

A fat man with lots of 

white hair, a long beard 

and wearing a red suit 

that's too toght for him 

will be visiting Peeptoon 

on Monday, 21st 

December, arriving at 

5pm.  Keep your eyes 

peeled to see if you can see him.  Please 

make him feel very welcome by giving him a 

loud cheer or a clap. 

 

Pamela, and her fabulous team, wishes each 

and every one of you all the very best for the 

Festive Season and hopes that 2021 will be 

better for all of us. 

 

 

 

 



Our Garage 

Ian, Kevin and young Jamie 

are all doing well.  It was all 

hands on deck when I visited 

recently.  Sales are going well 

as is repair and service work. 

There was nothing new to report from them.  

They were looking forward to getting the 

place spruced up in its finest Christmas garb - 

lights being switched on tomorrow and the 

tree being decorated for the showroom very 

soon. 

They send you all the very best of festive 

greetings and hope that you will enjoy quality 

time with your loved ones over Christmas and 

New Year. 

The Primary School 

 

The report from Headmistress, Mrs Ali 

Cameron, is as follows: 

The school is excited to 

be moving into 

December and 

working with our 

community and wider 

#TeamElphy to 

spread Christmas love 

and cheer across our 

community. It has 

been a difficult and 

challenging time for 

many in our 

community but we 

continue to be ‘all in 

this together’.   

 

We promised in the last edition of the 

Peeptoon Post that we would keep you up-to-

date with our developing mural.  Here you 

can see Morag McLeod, our very talented art 

specialist, starting the outline of our rainbow 

and figures to 

represent our school 

community.  We are 

so excited to 

continue to share its 

development with 

you! 

 

As always, it has 

been a really busy 

time in school.  Many of you will know that for 

the past twenty-one months I have also been 

the interim Head Teacher of both Humbie and 

Saltoun Primary Schools too.  I am delighted 

that Mrs Debby Crossan has been appointed 

as Head Teacher of Humbie and Saltoun 

Primary Schools and will take up her 

leadership post from Monday 30th November 

2020.  This means that I will be back as Head 

Teacher in our own school full-time from that 

date.  Our school looks forward to continuing 

to work with the school teams in Humbie and 

Saltoun, working, caring and learning 

together!  

Elphy Eco Committee  

           

Pupils from Primary 1/2/3 are the Eco 

Committee for Elphinstone Primary School. 

They have been very busy making posters, 

which they will share with the other classes at 

school and will put some up around our 

village. Keep a look out for them appearing! 

They have been picking up litter in our school 

playground every week and they really hope 

that you can help them by doing the same in 



the Community.  They want to all thank you in 

advance for your help and 

support! 

               

Connected Communities 

 

Stevie would like to collate 

your thoughts and ideas 

about the villages needs and 

resources.  Last month he 

produced a wee survey.  This 

was put into the newsletter as 

the last page and it was hoped that you 

would fill it in and either hand it into the shop 

or get one of the ECA members to collect it 

from you. 

It would be really good to hear what YOU feel 

the village needs and how we can achieve 

this on your behalf.  If you still have the survey 

form, please consider taking the time to fill it in 

and pass it on.  It could result in great things 

happening for the village! 

There is also a link if you'd like to do this 

digitally and that is: 

 https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ZTVF65S 

If you no longer have the paper copy and 

would like one, just get in touch with one of 

the numbers on the back of the newsletter 

and we will bring it to your door for you.  Thank 

you! 

Connected Communities 

Fa’side have been running 

detached youth work session 

on Thursday after school at 

the play park in Elphinstone. It’s been great for 

our team to reconnect with all the children. 

The sessions will continue until the Christmas 

break and we hope to run another 

programme of outdoor learning after the New 

Year. Unfortunately, we are still unable to run 

indoor youth work sessions. Fingers crossed we 

can get back to this in 2021. 

We would like to thank everyone in the village 

for their support during the covid-19 

pandemic and wish you a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year when 

it comes.  Best Wishes, Stevie 

McKinlay. 

 

Fancy This? 

Meet Matthew Solomons!  

For those of you who are 

on the Peeptoon Past 

and Present Facebook 

page you will already 

have come across this 

information.  I thought it 

was worth a mention 

here too, though.  It's regarding a young man 

who has something to offer and that is : 

 

 

Matt says 

Hi everyone!  My wife, Beth, and I are currently 

new to Elphinstone after only moving in 

around August time.  

 

I am looking to get engaged within the village 

and make use of the football pitch we have. I 

want to offer some football training sessions to 

anyone who might be interested. (If you’re not 

in Elphinstone and interested, please get in 

touch and we can sort something out ).  

Please see below for more details of me, my 

background, experience and my 

qualifications.  

Feel free to share and/or get in touch. Thanks 

 
 

Matt would love to hear from you with any 

questions you might have so give him a buzz 

or send him a message through your preferred 

means of communication.  His mobile number 

is 07708  249868. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ZTVF65S


 

 
 

Elphinstone Miners' Welfare and Social Club 

 

Since East Lothian was downgraded to Tier 2 

in the Covid saga, the club opened for 

business again on Saturday, 28th November, 

between 2pm and 8pm.  According to the 

government's guidelines, they are only legally 

allowed to sell alcohol if they provide food - 

meals MUST be purchased in order to get 

alcohol. 

 

Ivan and his team have made up a small 

menu to enable you to partake of a tipple or 

two and all meals are available as a 

takeaway option as well. 

 

 
 

The hall, where you will be enjoying your scran 

has had a mini makeover with a painting job 

having been done and new curtains put up.  

Since the old boiler packed up a couple of 

months ago, and a new one installed, the 

place is lovely and warm too. 

 

Take a wee wander over and catch up over a 

bite to eat and a drink and put the world to 

rights.  Ivan and crew would love to see you 

there and would most definitely appreciate 

your support. 

 

Opening times are weekends only for the time 

being so Saturdays and Sundays between 

2pm and 8pm - enjoy! 

 

Kids Korner 

 
 

Q.  Why did the old lady knit her grandson 

three socks for Christmas? 

A.  Because he had grown another foot. 

 

Q. Why was Father Christmas's helper feeling 

glum?  

A.  He had low elf-esteem. 

 

Belated Birthday Greetings 

Many Happy Returns 

for the month of 

November go to Sean 

Mackie, Margaret 

Dodds, Thomas 

Fleming, Grace McNeill, Stewart Bowd, Pat 

Fleming and Nancy Wilson. 

 

We hope you all enjoyed your special day 

and wish you many blessings for the coming 

year. 

 

 



Ross Trust Fund 

Isobel Cowan and Tommy Taylor regret to  

announce that there will be no payout this 

year from the Ross Trust Fund.  Unfortunately, 

getting the money is not just a simple case of 

going to the bank and doling out what they 

collect, it's a very complicated procedure.  

Therefore, with money handling restrictions 

due to Covid-19, payout will resume next year.  

Thank you for your understanding in this 

matter. 

Peeptoon Celebrity 

 

In last November's issue of the newsletter, we 

reported that a crew from the BBC's 

programme Money for Nothing were filming in 

the village.  There was great excitement in the 

Chambers' household when hostess, Sarah 

Moore, appeared and had a blether with the 

lady of the house, Doreen. 

 

Well, you can now watch the episode on the 

BBC iPlayer to see what Doreen had at the 

Strawberry Corner recycling depot that 

caught Sarah's eye, see what became of it 

and how much money the item made.  

Doreen makes her television appearance on 

Series 8, episode 20.  Go and check it out! 

 

If you'd like to give someone a mention of any kind, give 

us a call or send an email.  Contact information is below 

and we would love to hear from you - it's good to share! 

 

Contact numbers 

Amanda Clelland  01875 610579 

Megan Houchin                 07971 912886 

Stuart Mackenzie  07745 310705 

Margo Macdonald  01875 612914 
elphinstonecommunity@outlook.com 

The members of Elphinstone Community 

Association would like to take this opportunity 

to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy 

and healthy New Year.  We thank you for your 

support to all groups working to do good in 

the village and beyond. 

 

To anyone who feels they 

are not in a good place at 

the moment, reach out - 

you have amazing neighbours at the ready to 

help in whichever way they can.  Put them to 

good use! 

 

To anyone who feels they are in a better 

place at the moment, look around and 

spread the love  to help someone out.  Make 

yourself useful! 

 

To those who have lost loved ones recently or 

a longer time ago, we have no words of 

comfort but hope you will find peace and 

strength from memories built from times 

together with them.  

 

Lend A Hand 

 

I am one, 

But still I am one. 

I cannot do everything, 

But still I can do something; 

And because I cannot do everything 

I will not refuse to do the something 

that I can do. 

 

Edward Everett Hale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for reading this edition of the 
Peeptoon Post 



 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Muse 

 

Never a Christmas morning,  never the old year ends 

but someone thinks of someone - Old days, Old times, Old friends. 



They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old. 
Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We shall remember them. 


